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Hello!

Garfield Township is excited to announce that development plans are underway 
for the Lake Station Trailhead, along the Pere Marquette State Rail Trail.

The historic depot building and coaling tower are located in Lake (Clare County) along US-10.   The trailhead 
will provide welcome and attractive amenities for bikers, hikers, in-line skaters, picnickers, and snowmobilers.  
The depot surrounds will enhance our ability to coordinate with other communities in hosting joint events.  The 
increased exposure, attendance and commerce to the area will benefit the community, county, and state.

Lake Station Trailhead is strategically located approximately 8 miles west of Farwell and 13 miles east of Evart.  
The area boasts beautiful lakes, streams, and natural landscape views ideal for birding, native plant exploring, and
photography.  Both veteran and new adventurers alike will find respite from the hustle and bustle of urban settings, 
exhaust fumes and vehicle noise.  Nature lovers will appreciate the redolent pine, sweet fern, and other seasonal flora  
that personify central northern Michigan.  

These development plans are timely, in tune with the Pure Michigan campaign to increase tourism throughout the 
state, and also as progress continues toward completion of the rail trail at Ludington.  For its small size, the village of 
Lake plays an important role in the continuing history of Michigan.  During the lumber and railway era, Lake was the 
critical coal refueling point between Saginaw and Ludington.  Today the Lake Station Trailhead will serve an equally 
important role as a midway stopping (or starting) point along the State/Rail Trail.  The iconic coaling tower is one of 
few such historic symbols that remain in Michigan.

Garfield Township is responsible for matching funds for grants (typically 25-40%), such as projects through the DNR
Trust Fund and MDOT-Transportation Alternatives Program. The greater the match percentage we raise, the more eligible
we become to receive a grant.  Of an $_______ goal, we are at the $______ mark.  With a small community (pop.1882)*
of limited means and resources, we could use a little help.  One dollar or $10,000, every bit helps.

We are requesting a financial donation or a Letter of Support.  Hopefully both.  It will be fantastic to have your
participation, joining in a venture that has regional, statewide, and national significance.  If you choose to contribute, 
assign your check to  “Garfield Township” and specify on the memo line “Lake Station Trailhead.”  You’ll be able to 
follow our progress at www.garfieldtownship.net.   Thank you for your consideration!

Kind Regards,

Jean Stewart, Chair    

Garfield Township Grant Committee:
 David Lee Byl, Garfield Township Supervisor
 Greg Bergtold, Global Advocacy Director, Dow Building & Construction, Dow Chemical Company
 Steven Conroy, Eagle Scout Candidate, Boy Scouts of America Troop 620 of Clare, Michigan
 Don Kolander, Program Coordinator, Clare County Parks & Recreation  
 Tom Pirnstill, Executive Director, Clare County Transit Corporation
 Patty Reuter, Treasurer, Crooked Lake Improvement Association    
 Martha Rottiers, Garfield Township Clerk
 Bill Scheall,  Manager, Garfield Township Depot and Parks Department
 Ralph Stewart, Assistant Treasurer, Eight Point Lake Property Owners’ Corporation
 Jean Stewart, Website Coordinator, Eight Point Lake Property Owners’ Corporation
 Kevin Tubbs, Fire Chief, Garfield Township Fire Department
 _____________, Perch Lake Association                                                ?

  *  source:  michigan.gov 2010 Census 

  

July 16, 2014

Statement of Intention to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources

The village of Lake Station (Garfield Township, Clare County) is located along US-10, approximately 8 miles west of
Farwell and13 miles east of Evart.  The Pere Marquette State Rail Trail passes through Lake Station, parallel to US-10.

Garfield Township is in the planning stages to develop the Lake Station Trailhead and make other improvements in 
the community to encourage greater tourism and commerce.   Its location on the PM Rail Trail makes it a natural 
trailhead and staging area for a number of outdoor activities.

The depot building has been painted and is undergoing other development, ideally as a museum.  A new Lake 
Station sign was just installed, and landscaping plans around it are underway.  Rowe Professional Services is 
working with the Township for the design and MDOT-TAP grant application.  The community has begun fund 
raising efforts for the grant match, as well as for other grant applications.  We are developing our 5-yr Recreation
Plan to file with the DNR as prerequisite for grant applications to the DNRTF, for both Acquisition grants and 
Development grants.

The trailhead we envision incorporates parking, ADA parking and restroom facilities, bike racks, water, air hose, 
picnic tables, benches, welcome center/information kiosk, and a multi-use pavilion. The Township owns the 
depot building and land parcel which measures 320’ wide [east-west] and 120’ deep [north-south].

Garfield Township would like to incorporate DNR property along Mystic Lake Rd. for picnic tables, benches, ADA 
restroom facilities, and supplemental parking area.   A natural slope in terrain at one point between the Rail Trail 
and Mystic Lake Rd.  would make an ideal loading ramp for snowmobilers.  Landscaping would utilize native 
Michigan plants to support wildlife habitat.  The Township would also like to move the caboose to the north side 
of the Rail Trail to better showcase its historic significance.  A teen in our community is undertaking the project
of painting the caboose to meet the criteria for his Eagle Scout badge with the Boy Scouts of America.

Another historic icon of interest is the coaling tower.  In correspondence with Fritz Milhaupt of the Pere Marquette 
Historical Society, this coal chute is one of just 4-5 remaining along the PM Rail Trail, and one of just eleven coal 
towers left in the entire Lower Peninsula.  Fritz stated:  “From an historic preservation perspective, the coaling tower 
at Lake is situated as one of the best candidates, if not the best, for preservation in the Lower Peninsula of Michigan.”  
Garfield Township is interested to explore what options may be possible.

Jeanie Stewart
Garfield Township Grant Committee

Garfield Township Grant Committee:
 David Lee Byl, Garfield Township Supervisor
 Greg Bergtold, Global Advocacy Director, Dow Building & Construction, Dow Chemical Company
 Steven Conroy, Eagle Scout Candidate, Boy Scouts of America Troop 620 of Clare, Michigan
 Joan‘E Farwell, Deputy Clerk, Garfield Township
 Don Kolander, Program Coordinator, Clare County Parks & Recreation  
 Tom Pirnstill, Executive Director, Clare County Transit Corporation
 Patty Reuter, Treasurer, Crooked Lake Improvement Association    
 Martha Rottiers, Garfield Township Clerk
 Bill Scheall,  Manager, Garfield Township Depot and Parks Department
 Ralph Stewart, Assistant Treasurer, Eight Point Lake Property Owners’ Corporation
 Jeanie Stewart, Website Coordinator, Eight Point Lake Property Owners’ Corporation
 Kevin Tubbs, Fire Chief, Garfield Township Fire Department
                                               

 

 


